
 
 
 

GeneralInformation 
Course name 
KSSFaK/KDSF1/15 

Chapters from the History of 
World  Cinema I 

ECTS 
Credits 

3 

Semester winter (2nd, 3rd 
year BA) 

*language of instruction - English 

Aims 
The main focus of the course is to present historical perspective on the complex film art by 
studying its technological birth and stages of its evolution. The course also provides a basic 
intorduction to film codes and film syntax. This is important for understanding how 
technological inventions affected new styles of narrative and how a cultural changes (and 
other factors) motivated film artists to find a new ways of expresion. 
 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 
 
understand how basic technical parameters are affecting perception of a film; 
understand how the most important film pioneers changed dircetion of the film; 
distinguish between film fiction and non-fiction genres; 
find and interpret film codes in a contemporary films with the historical context of their 
genre.   

Contents 
Course introduction.  
Technical parameters – lens, camera, film, cut, projection, sound.  
Film codes and film syntax.  
The birth of cinematography – Lumière and Méliès dichotomy. 
World cinematography before WWII – Avant-garde and Hollywood.  
Neoralism and French new wave. 
Fiction and non-fiction genres. 
Interpretation of a contemporary film. 

Evaluation 
Active participation in class (10 %). 
Interpretation of a film (90%). 
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