General Information

Course name Anglophonic Literatures - ECTS 3
Selected Chapters Credits

Semester winter

Aims

The course focuses on the most contemporary American literature and its major themes as
reflections of various aspects of American society. The aim is to discuss the latest issues in
America within literary postmodern discourse, its genres, major tropes and the
interdisciplinary nature of contemporary American literature in respect to politics, cultural
studies, sociology etc. Apart from discussing fiction, the course will also go through the
cinematic representation of some of the literary works and discuss the possibilities and
limitations of visual representation-of a literary work

Contents

1. Suburban mythology (Geoffrey Eugenides, The Virgin Suicides 1993)sep

2. Gender and Marrlage (Geoffrey Eugenldes Middlesex; The Marnage Plbt)sgp

3. Mothers/daughters (Amy.Tan, The Joy Luck Club 1989kt = K

4, Hlstor|ca| trauma and the problém of cultiiral translation (J.Safran Foer, Everythlng Is
5. Post- apocalypse EF\Vlronment and Consumerlsml(Cormac Mccarthy, The Road (2006)sgp
6. Terrorism, Politics, Violence (Don DeLI||Q The Fallmg Man;, 2007, Cosmopolis,
Underworld, White Noise) 3

7. Curse of the immigration, (Junot Dlaz The Brief Wondrous Life of OscarWao 2007)15@
8. Perpetrator' s trauma in Marcus;Zusak' s Thé Book Thief J

9. Religion and Atheism in Cormac.MgCarthy* s Sunset Limitediste!

10. Presentations ]

11. Presentationls .= -« s Byl
12. Presentations "

Evaluation

Each studentris requn’ed to prepare 25-30 minute presentatlon on-selected-work of fiction.
The studehtis also encouraged to do comparative analysis of literary work and its cinematic
representation (if possible)If the presentation is-assighed:-to 2 students;.it should take 45-
50 minutes. Thepresentation should include the following:

1. Placing the workand the author within literary context (10 pomts)

2. Very brief accountof the plot (20 points)_

3. Perception of the Ilterary-cntlc15m (mcludmg reviews, newspap‘er sources, academic
databases) (30 points) - .

4. Major themes and their discussion, characterization, the use of the language (30 points)
5. Conclusion, comments, discussion (10 points)
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