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The paper researches the history of manifold political relations between the Krakéw monarchs, the developing
towns of Lesser Poland growing into an economically important position, the clergy, and in particular the
powerful bishops, and the class of knights at the turn of the 13t and 14 centuries. In the history of Poland
this is an important period of many and varied pressures in the struggle for power and both political and
economic prevalence. In particular the paper focuses on the relations of four consecutive princes, Boleslaus
the Shy, Leszek the Black, Wenceslaus Il of Bohemia, and Wladystaw tokietek with the town of Krakéw, located
by the first of them, and then developing under the royal privileges, until the rebellion of Albert and loss of
the political and economic position under the last prince.
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Prince Boleslaus the Pudicus initiated the location of Krakéw by the Magdeburg Law in
1257.* Very soon Krakow became a town in the full meaning of the word, and one of the most
important Polish towns. It is important to remember, however, that apart from being a town
under lay authority, Krakéw was also the centre of one of the mostimportant Polish dioceses.
The prestige of the Krakéw Church was considerably heightened after the canonization of
Bishop Stanislaus which had taken place not long before the location of the town.2 At the turn
of the 13" and 14" centuries the Wawel Castle, the Cathedral and the Town were in fact in
a political unity called Krakéw and this fact infused the name with a specific political value.
At the end of the 13™ century the tension on Polish territories grew, while the increasing
pressure to consolidate them under one rule was focused on and around Krakéw as the key
to the domination over the whole Piast heritage.> Those princes who were thinking about
the unification and restitution of the kingdom worked first of all to gain control of the Wawel
Castle; the Krakow bishops and the Cathedral Chapter after St. Stanislaus’ canonization
became the trustees of the most important idea contained in his Lives ,,Zywoty" which was
central to all plans for the coronation.* The loss of the crown by the Piast dynasty, i.e., the
disintegration of the state, was seen as punishment for his death, a punishment which could
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be revoked and the Kingdom would be reunified again. The coronation insignia were kept
in the Cathedral Treasury. Such is the background and political context into which the town
gradually grew in the second half of the 13 century. It became the youngest participant in
the political contest, but also the one of most dynamic.>

The town of Krakéw was a royal town. The location depended on the will of the monarch.
The moment of location, however meant that the owner of the town entered into a contract
with its citizens.® Apart from the division of income, the most important aspect was the consent
for the autonomy. This element of the Magdeburg Law was its fundamental condition, often
decisive about the history of towns. If only the political conditions under which a Town was
developing were favourable, the municipal authorities were often able to gain an exceptionally
strong position on the political scene.” This was the case in Little Poland at the turn of the 13t
and 14" centuries. Boleslaus the Pudicus’ rule was stable and helped the early development
of the town. The records here are scarce. The town was literally being born by marking out the
streets, staking out the lots, and forming basic social relations.® The person who controlled
these processes was an administrative officer (advocatus) whose position equaled soon that
of a mayor.? However, the death of prince Boleslaus in 1279 brought fundamental changes
in the relations between the town and the monarch.

Prince Leszek the Black took over the Krakéw throne in 1279. Three years later he ordered
anew seal which emphasized his rule over Krakéw. The seal belongs to the best known objects
of Polish medieval sfragistics. It represents the Prince kneeling before an altar, where St.
Stanislaus himself celebrates the Holy Mass.*® This image through which the Krakéw monarch
links himself with the young but immensely popular patron saint unambiguously expresses
the ideology of the ruler over the Krakéw and Sandomierz lands. His reign, though, in spite
of strenuous ideological endeavours to stress the majesty and the right to the Polish crown,
did not run smoothly.** Leszek, who came from Sieradz, ruled over Lesser Poland merely 10
years and had to face two serious conflicts. The first to challenge him was bishop of Krakéw,
Pawel (Paul) of Przemankow. Among others, the quarrel was connected with the widow of
the previous prince, Kinga, who owned the lands of Nowy S3acz and Biecz - nearly a separate
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state.’? Leszek sitting on the Krakéw throne wanted to consolidate his rule and limit the
autonomy of other participants in the political strife for power. The Bishop of Krakéw, like
the Bishop of Wroclaw who fought openly against Prince Henry Probus, wanted to achieve
independence of his authority over possessed lands.** Kinga, on the other hand, wanted
to keep the autonomy of the Nowy Sgcz dominium, which went against the will of Leszek.
Thus Kinga and the Bishop of Krakéw acted in solidarity against Leszek. In the end Leszek
imprisoned the Bishop and took a part of Kinga's lands by military force, leaving only the
castellany of Nowy Sacz in her hands.** Several months later the Krakéw castellan Janusz and
Otto the voivode of Sandomierz, of the Topor clan, led an army of the knights of Lesser Poland
against the Prince of Krakéw. They paid loyalty to Conrad, Prince of Masovia.'* That was the
moment when the town of Krakéw entered the political scene. Prince Leszek sought help in
Hungary, leaving the Wawel Castle in the hands of his wife Gryfina and under protection of
Krakéw burghers with their mayor Henryk, rather than the knights. They resisted Conrad'’s
siege, even though the town without proper walls was set on fire. Leszek with the Hungarian
aid defeated the rebels in a battle at Bogucice and regained full control over Lesser Poland.*®

Ever since the later eighties of the 13™ century the political role of the town was ascending.
In return for the loyal help in defending the rebels the town got the right to build walls and
ramparts which were not joined to the Castle.*” The Mayor of Krakéw who had full control over
the town became an essential person for Leszek.*® It is quite possible that it was at that time
that the famous Krakéw seal was designed. It represents a stone structure with two towers
on top of which there are two saints, Wenceslaus and Stanislaus. Above there is a shield with
an uncrowned eagle with two other crowned shields on the sides with a half-eagle/half-lion
each. At the foot of the structure, in a gate, the Mayor adores St. Stanislaus.*® The ideological
contents of the seal point to two important messages: first, a tight relationship of the town with
the monarchs —the late Boleslaus, the founder of the town, and his successor Leszek who both
are represented by their coats of arms. Second, the position of the mayor is exposed as the
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representative of the town. He is shown in the gate of a building which is strongly reminiscent
of the mayor’s house of the end of the 13* century, which has been preserved until today.2°At
the time the house was one of very few stone buildings in town, its shape of fortified tower
stressing the prestige and position of the office. Such interpretation is corroborated by the
further developments in the town-castle relationship until the tragic year 1312.

Leszek died in 1288. In a series of political crises the town of Krakéw played an important
role and soon found itself in the very centre of great politics. The struggle for the throne of
Krakéw and the attempts at rebuilding the Kingdom were conditioned by the relations with
the burghers of Krakéw, their expectations and their vision of their own constitution.?* The
successor of Leszek, Henry Probus, prince of Wroctaw, controlled Krakéw and Wawel for two
years helped by the Krakéw castellan Sutek, who ruled in his name over the castle and the
town.?? The town, being then fully protected by fortifications was a politically important
factor. However, Henryk died in 1290, and then the conflict between Przemyst I, the prince
of Greater Poland, and Wenceslaus Il, the king of Bohemia broke out. Przemyst was backed
by Leszek's younger brother, Wtadystaw tokietek. Wenceslaus had the Power of all Bohemia
on his side. The King of Bohemia won the conflict having attracted the loyalty of the knightly
elites of Lesser Poland as well as that of the bishop of Krakéw by bestowing privileges (the
Lutomysl privilege). The town stood on his side too. Przemyst retreated to Greater Poland,
Wtadystaw was defeated in 1292 and had to accept his domination over the Krakéw and
Sandomierz lands.?* The Czech rule came to an end in the years 1305 - 1306.%*

The nineties of the 13" century were the time of effective rivalry between various political
powers as to the conception of the country’s constitutional shape. The two main opposing
parties were the monarchs on one side, and the knights, the Church and the towns on the
other. The fundamental issue was, of course, which of the three opponents would become the
leading ally of the monarch.?> The Church was the weakest of the three; on the other hand the
monarch’s guarantee for the church privileges would safeguard the clergy’s support.2°Only in
Silesia the situation was different where bishops were in possession of their own duchy.?’In
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Lesser Poland bishop Jan Muskata worked persistently towards achieving a similar position.?®
The conflict between knights and burghers was more important. In Greater Poland, Silesia
and Lesser Poland, where urbanization was relatively well developed, the position of town-
dwellers was growing because they possessed ready money which was in constant demand
of the princes. It would be offered to them on a condition of guaranteed autonomy and law
enforcementindispensable for flourishing trade.?? Thus Wtadystaw, who took over the throne
of Poznan after Przemyst's death in 1296, and who had the support of the knights from his own
lands in Kujawy, energetically solicited the support of both the clergy and towns in Greater
Poland.>® The political importance of the latter in Greater Poland was quite high until 1314.

Wenceslaus Il also kept a political balance by strengthening the position of towns and of the
bishop of Krakéw against the knights. The highest offices were guaranteed for the nobles, but
not the court offices which were left vacant because the monarch did not reside in Krakéw. A new
position of a starost (district head) was opened only for trusted Czech officers.>* However, at one
pointit was given to Jan Muskata the Bishop of Krakéw who was a close associate of the Czech
monarch who allowed the bishop to fortify his own towns and who gave him two castles.>?The
other pillar on which Wenceslaus built his domination were towns with Krakéw at the forefront.
The popularity of the Czech rule was the result of cultural affinities and economic advantages of
safe trading.>* Nowy Sgcz in 1292 became a new and important town centre under Wenceslaus,
and a stronghold of the monarch’s power, which in fact destroyed the political autonomy of
the St. Claire’s Convent and its domain — the power which had been an obstacle for Leszek.?*
One understands the reasons of Wenceslaus' licence if not part financing of brick fortifications
in Krakéw (in place of the earlier earth and timber construction). It is interesting, though, to
note that the king ordered a connection of the town and castle fortifications, which was much
less to the burghers’ taste.3> Making sure that the bishop and the town were supporting him,
the king did not neglect his own policy of extending his power. The considerable income from
silver and lead mining was used to support wide international political activities as well as
strengthening the social independence of his position in his own territories.?¢ All this time the
knights of Little Poland were deprived of any real influence on the decisions of the monarch.
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The end of the Czech rule was brought about by Wenceslaus's Il Hungarian policy and the
growing unrest among the knights. When in 1306 the young Wenceslaus Il died, Wtadystaw
tokietek when raiding Lesser Poland with the support of a large part of the knights of several
lands, did not neglect politically either the clergy or the towns, but tried to find a quick
agreement. On one hand he needed peace to secure the rule of Pomerania and Greater
Poland, on the other hand he needed the burghers’ money. In September 1306 Krakéw opened
the gates to welcome him and in return the town got considerable privileges of judiciary
independence both within the town and outside its walls, relief in taxes, and the right of
storage.>” The bishop of Krakéw got the guarantee of possessions and of the autonomy of full
rule over his lands.>8This brought about difficulties in keeping a stable relationship between
the nobles and knights on one side, and the highly privileged towns and the Church on the
other. Bishop Muskata began a regular war in 13073%; the town of Krakéw in 1311 under
the leadership of the famous mayor Albert closed its gates and asked for the protection of
the prince of Opole, Boleslaus, offering him the throne of Krakéw.“° Other important towns
rebelled as well. Wtadystaw had to fight to defend his power. Fortunately for him, the relations
between the interests of burghers and knights, as well as the solidarity of the clergy were
more nuanced than it looks at first sight. Not all clergymen supported Muskata, while the
archbishop of Gniezno turned expressly against him opening a court case against him in
Roma.“* Nowy Sacz hoping for big profits in case of possible weakening of the position of
Krakéw supported tokietek, similarly a part of town dwellers of Sandomierz and their mayors
Marek and Ruprecht sided with tokietek.

The victory over the rebellious Krakéw was a decisive moment in the shaping of the town'’s
constitution in the newly restituted kingdom. After 1312 the knights and the nobles took
over the powerful and influential position by the monarch.“?The burghers of Krakéw were
severely repressed, put under a tight political control and punished by the annulment of the
great privilege of 1306. They never regained their earlier political importance though with
time they improved their economic status, and even quite a few of them gained important
functions at the court. The knights dynamically growing in power gradually evolved into
a closed class of gentry (szlachta) and did not let their dominant position in all spheres of
public life slip from their hands.

37 KDMK, 1, nr. 3.
38 PIETRAS, T. Krwawy wilk z pastoratem..., 87-89.
39 lbidem, 89-103.

40 DLUGOPOLSKI, E. Bunt wéjta Alberta. In Rocznik Krakowski (7) 1905, 135-186; KLODZINSKI, A. Jeden czy dwa bunty
wojta Alberta. In Studia historyczne ku czci Stanistawa Kutrzeby 2. Krakéw 1938, 339-356; WYROZUMSKI, J. Dzieje
Krakowa..., 199-211; GAWLAS, S. O ksztatt zjednoczone Krélestwa..., 93-94.

41 GAWLAS, S. Cztowiek uwiktany w wielkie procesy — przyktad Muskaty. In Cztowiek w spoteczeristwie sredniowiecznym.
Warszawa 1997, 391-402; GAWLAS, S. Verus heres. Z badan nad swiadomoscig polityczng obozu Wtadystawa tokietka.
In Kwartalnik Historyczny (95) 1988, 77-104.

42 MARZEC, A. Die Amtstragerelite im Kdnigreich Polen unter Wtadystaw Ellenlang und Kasimir dem Grossen (1305 -
1370). In Studien zum Adel im mittelalterlichen Polen. Hrsg. Mihle, E. Wiesbaden 2012, 303-334.
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