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TEAFORD, JON C. THE 20TH CENTURY AMERICA CITY :
PROBLEMS, PROMISE & REALITY. BALTIMORE : JOHNS
HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2014, 226 P. ISBN 978-
1-4214-2038-7.

Urban studies as an interdisciplinary
field of science dealing with the processes
of historical transformation and the current
direction of urban development, have not been
established yet in the academic environment
in Slovakia as a separate discipline. Despite
the intensive research of cities at universities
or institutes of the Academy of Sciences and
series of publications that have deepened
the knowledge of the urban changes in
Slovakia, the knowledge remains more or less
locked inside of their scientific disciplines.
The segmentation of research in not only
reflected in a fragmentary understanding of
the history and present state of the cities, but
through higher education it is transposed into
contemporary city management and urban
planning. The fact that in Slovakia city is
taught mainly marginally in the fields such
as history, sociology, architecture, geography,
economics and management without their
join overlaps, confirms the absence of any
multidisciplinary learning materials.

Patterns for such publications could be
found abroad. One of the inspiring examples is
the recent re-edition of the book/textbook The
20th Century American City. It is already a
“classic” of United States’ education and they
use it for over thirty years in various bachelor
degree programs at many universities. Its
author, American historian Jon C. Teaford,
published it for the first time in 1986 as
a compressed history of urban development
in the United States within book series The
American Moment.!

As the focus of the publication was
aimed at the lower levels of the university
study, Teaford did not conceive a profound
scientific study — there is no mention of
the field of interdisciplinary research
methodology of the city or even -classic

1 It was aseries of publications on the history
of the US intended for the general public as well
as a complement to the teaching launched by John
Hopkins University in the second half of the 20th
century. Academic publications from various fields
have dealt with a wide range of social themes related
to the history of the United States of America from
foreign politics to sport.
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footnotes.? The Twentieth-Century American
City is a publication which tries to combine
insights from the various areas of research of
American cities into one consistent complex,
into a story.

Teaford’s exploration of the historical
transformations of cities is defined by
the subtitle of the publication: Problem,
Promise & Reality. These concepts are at the
same time three questions that the author
asks himself in seven chapters, which are
according to historical stages of development
of the 20th century, which are determined by
world wars and economic-political reversals.
The author examines demography, ethnicity,
and changes in legislation, economy, and
social classes and confronts them with plans
and visions of political reformers and urban
planners. The publication is thus a narrative
revelation of the “fighting for a better city”,? is
about problems of a city and about “answers
to city diseases”.*

The author is relatively benevolent in the
structure of individual chapters or analysis
of individual cities, he does not follow the
strict pre-selected scheme. On the contrary,
he tries to express the transformation of
the urban space and life in it as clearly and
readably as possible. Frequent citations from
contemporary literature attractively clarify
these transformations and give a chance
to gain deeper knowledge about events in
different times and cities.

Although the author is a historian, the
explanation of historical and political events
does not play such an important role in the
publication. Most of the space is dedicated
to description and analyses of the social and
ethnic transformations of American cities.
Individual chapters show the transformation
of cities by means of waves of immigrants and
emancipation of ethnic groups in American

2 Inaneffortto “do notinterrupt” the text by direct
citation it was substituted by the final bibliographic
essay in which Teaford provides the basic literature
and its context in each chapter. This, unfortunately,
is not able to adequately replace direct quotations
and thus reduces the professional and above all,
functional aspect of the publication.

3 TEAFORD, Jon C. The 20th Century America City.
Problems, promise & reality. Baltimore : Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2014, p. 198.

4  TEAFORD, 1. C. The 20th Century..., p. VIIL.



cities and how it affected their formation
and structure. Teaford points to the gradual
transformation of the “American nation”
and re-enacts racial and social conflicts that
latently took place throughout the 20th
century until today. For Central European
readers these passages present a surprising
image of racism and its metamorphoses from
scorning of inferior eastern and southern
Europeans to current race conflict between
Asians and African-Americans.

The inability to create an “American
nation”, the real multicultural society, has
repeatedly led to the collapse of ideas about
the complex social and physical structure
of the city. As the author says in the
introduction: “The American metropolis of
the 20th century was an uncoordinated mass
of collapsing social and ethnic fragments.”
American’s urban history is rather a story
of unwanted adaptation than of harmonious
cooperation.®

Social ~and  racial  conflicts in
Teaford’s story of American cities thus have
led also to the physical fragmentation of
cities, to their division into rich and poor
neighborhoods, to those who realized the
ideals of happy urban life and those who
acted as deterrent example and failure of
the urban way of life in the view of urban
planners, politicians and managers. The
publication presents the process of receding
of new and safe residential neighborhoods
from city centers. The process, which has
been in progress for the entire past century,
influenced not only the physical expansion
and dispersion of the urban structure, but
also brought a number of new modes of social
behavior. Primarily it was transportation, also
within the sparsely populated peripheries,
which significantly affected the rhythm and
behavior of urban residents. Urban history of
US is the history of the widening gap between
rich and poor, between those who can move
flexibly and freely and those who remain
trapped in their neighborhoods and districts.

Teaford’s story ends at the beginning
of the millennium when it seemed that
migration from city-centers was coming to
stop. It was era when the third industrial
revolution of the growth of services and
creative industry was reviving the decaying

5 TEAFORD, J. C. The 20th Century..., p. 6.

“poor colored” neighborhoods. It was the
positive sign of the returning of whites and
rich to urban centers through new strategies.
Through the building of attractions as the
large cultural and sports complexes, for
which the prototype of the success became
the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao in Spain.
The Bilbao effect of mania and the revival
of historical Brownfields remain an open
process in publication. Historian Teaford
retains them in the promise, despite the fact,
that at the time when he was completing his
third re-edition of the American City story,
the concept of gentrification was often been
used in discussion forums and publications
devoted to urban studies. His publication
ends openly, the “fighting for a better city”
never ends supposes Teaford.

The development of Slovak cities
according to patterns of liberal economic
growth with the least possible intervention
of state or public regulation has been taking
place for almost 30 years. The US is probably
the most representative of this liberal idea
or ideology. The processes that the presented
book reflects have begun to be partly alive
also in our cities. The publication is not
only areading about the history of “exotic”
countries, it is an analysis of our models and
also an impulse for the reflection of history,
future as well as the writing and learning
about our cities.

A description of the history of American
cities torn by economic, social or ideological
uncertainties also blur the boundaries of
colonial concepts of the hegemony of Western
cities over the rest of the world. The concept
was defined by the wurban geographer
Jennifer Robinson as “distinguishing between
cities where urban theory is formed and
those that are objects of development aid”.’
Teaford’s synthesizing work is arecord of
recurring periods of growth and decline,
segregation and fragmentation, unsuccessful
attempts to adjust and rationalize the US
metropolitan organism, as if it points to
the failure of western liberal and market
planning patterns and city management.

As has already been mentioned, from the
hopeless story of US cities of the 20th Century

6 ROBINSON, Jennifer. Ordinary cities: between
modernity and development. London; New York:
Routledge, 2016, p. 2.
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and “ongoing metropolitan crises around the
word” the author even at the end does not
indicate any solution. Does Teaford leave
attempt to find a solution at the conclusion for
readers, educators, and students themselves
or is it rather a helplessness based on
trying to grab wide and complicated urban
processes?

Rem Koolhaas in his essay called Bigness
and the Problem of Large provocatively
claims that “our only link to Bigness are large
mistakes”™ and Teaford seemingly confirms
this idea in the final part. The fragmentation
and boundlessness of US cities in suburban
zones and in business/social centers
growing on highway junctions disappears
the traditional idea of the city-center and
periphery. It seems that the possibility of
their definition and management is being
weakened. Already mentioned Rem Koolhaas
notes that this “landscape of confusion, decay,
fragmentation, and denial is appealing by
its potential to restore the complexity, to
resurrect the reality, to rediscover what is
common”.® This is really appealing about
The Twentieth-Century American City, the
authors’ comprehensive view of the city which
allows the comparison and understanding
of their circumstances and also reveals
commonalities. The view which is still missing
in case of research of cities in Slovakia.

Mgr. Peter Szalay, PhD.
Institute of Construction and Architecture
SAS in Bratislava

Translated by: Mgr. Ondrej Jirasek,

KH FF UPJS

Corrections: Mgr. Maro$ Melicharek, PhD.,
KH FF UPJS

7 TEAFORD, J. C. The 20th Century..., p. 6.

8 KOOLHAAS, Rem. Velikost, aneb problém velkého.
In: TICHA, Jana. Architektura na prahu informacniho
véku. Praha : Zlaty fez, 2001, p. 109.

9  KOOLHAAS, R. Velikost..., p. 109.
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SLOVAK VERSION/TEXT RECENZIE V SLOVENSKOM
JAZYKU:

Urbanne stuadie, ako interdisciplinarny
vedny odbor skumajuci procesy historickych
premien aj sucasného smerovania vyvoja
miest, nie su este stale v akademickom pro-
stredi na Slovensku zavedené ako samostatna
disciplina. Napriek intenzivhnemu skimaniu
mesta na univerzitach ¢i na ustavoch akadé-
mie vied a rady publikacii, ktoré prehlbili po-
znanie urbannych zmien Slovenska, ostavaja
tieto poznatky viac-menej uzavreté v ram-
ci svojich disciplin. Rozdrobenost vyskumov
sa neprejavuje len v samotnom fragmenta-
rizovanom porozumeni histérie a sdcasnosti
miest, ale prostrednictvom vysokoskolskej vy-
ucby sa pretavuje aj do sucasnej spravy a pla-
novania miest. To, Ze sa na Slovensku vyucuje
o meste stdle predovsetkym v hraniciach od-
borov ako historia, socioldgia, architektira,
geografia ¢i ekonémia a manazment bez ich
vzajomnych presahov, potvrdzuje aj absen-
cia akychkolvek interdisciplindrne ponatych
ucebnych materialov.

Vzorov pre takéto publikdcie by sme
mohli vo svete néjst cely rad ajednym z in-
Spirativnych prikladov moéze byt aj nedav-
no vydana doplnena reedicia knihy — uceb-
nej pomocky Americké mesto 20. storoc¢ia. Na
Skolach v Spojenych statoch je to uz klasika,
pouzivana uz vySe tridsat rokov na roznych
Studijnych programoch bakalarskeho stup-
na univerzit. Jej autor, americky historik Jon
C. Teaford ju prvykrat vydal v roku 1986 ako
komprimovand histériu vyvoja miest v spo-
jenych Statoch vramci kniznej série The
American Moment.\

Ako uz samotné zameranie publikacie na
nizsie stupne univerzitného Stidia naznacu-
ju, Teaford nekoncipoval hlboku vedecku sta-
diu — nendjdeme tu otazky z oblasti metodo-
logie interdisciplinarneho vyskumu mesta, ba
ani klasické poznamky pod ¢iarou.* Americké

10 Jednalo sao sériu publikacii o histérii USA uréend
pre 3irokd verejnost, ako aj ako doplnok k vyucovaniu,
ktord nastartovala John Hopkins Univesity v druhej
polovici 20. storocia. Publikacie od akademikov
zrbznych odborov sa zaoberali 3irokou paletou
spolocenskych tém tykajicich sa histérie Spojenych
Statov americkych od zahranicnej politiky aZ k Sportu.
11 Usilie ,neprerusovat" text priamymi citaciami
nahradzuje zaverecnad bibliografickd esej, v ktorej
Teaford uvadza zakladnd literatiru ajej kontext



mesto 20. storocia je praca, ktora sa usiluje
poznatky z réznych oblasti vyskumu americ-
kych miest spojit do jedného konzistentného
celku, do pribehu.

Kostru Teafordovho skimania historic-
kych premien miest definuje uz podnadpis
publikacie: Problémy, sluby a realita. Tieto
pojmy su zaroven postavené ako tri otazky,
ktoré si autor kladie v siedmych kapitolach,
¢lenenych v podstate tradi¢ne podla historic-
kych etap vyvoja 20. storocia svetovymi vojna-
mi a ekonomicko-politickymi zlomami. Autor
v jednotlivych etapach sleduje demografiu,
etnicitu, triedne, hospodarske, ako aj legisla-
tivne zmeny a konfrontuje ich s planmi a vi-
ziami konstruovanymi politickymi reforma-
tormi a mestskymi planova¢mi. Publikacia je
tak narativnym odhalovani predstav ,bojov za
lepsie mesto“,'? je o problémoch miest a ,,odpo-
vediach na jeho choroby“.*®

So strukturovanim jednotlivych kapi-
tol, ¢i s analyzou jednotlivych miest nara-
ba autor relativne benevolentne, nesleduje
prisnu predom uéend schému, naopak, snazi
sa skor ¢o najjednoznacnejsie a ¢itavo vyjad-
rit transformécie mestského priestoru a zivo-
ta v nom. Bohaté citdcie z dobovej literatury
putavo ozrejmuju tieto premeny a davaju San-
cu hlbsie precitit dianie v jednotlivych dobach
a mestach.

Napriek tomu, ze je autor historik, linia
objasnovania historicko-politickych udalos-
ti nezohrava v publikacii az takd vyznamnu
ulohu. Najvécsi priestor venuje opisu a ana-
lyzam socidlnych a etnickych premien ame-
rickych miest. Jednotlivé kapitoly ukazu-
ju transformacie miest prostrednictvom vin
imigrantov a emancipacie etnickych skupin
v americkych mestach ato ako vplyvali na
ich formovanie a Strukturu. Teaford pouka-
zuje na postupnd premenu ,amerického na-
roda“, rekonstruuje rasové a socidlne kon-
flikty, ktoré latentne prebiehali celé 20.
storocie az podnes. Pre stredoeurépskeho ¢i-
tatela sd tieto pasaze prekvapivym obrazom
rasizmu a jeho metamorféz, od pohfdania

v jednotlivych kapitolach, tato Zial nie je schopna
dostato¢ne nahradit priame citdcie azniZuje tak
odbornu a predovsetkym funkéna stranku publikécie.

12 TEAFORD, Jon C. The 20th Century America City.
Problems, promise & reality. Baltimore : Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2014, s. 198.

13 TEAFORD, J. C. The 20th Century..., s. VIII.

menejcennymi Vychodo- ¢i Juhoeurépanmi
az k sucasnym rasovym konfliktom medzi
aziatmi a Afroameri¢anmi.

Neschopnost vytvorenia ,,Amerického na-
roda“, vytvorenia skuto¢ne multikultirnej
spolo¢nosti podla autora opakovane viedli ku
krachu idedlov o ucelenej spolocenskej a fy-
zickej Struktire mesta. Ako autor v dvode
knihy piSe: ,Americké metropoly 20. storocia
boli nekoordinovanou masou zrdzZajicich sa
socidlnych a etnickych fragmentov.“ Urbanna
histéria Ameriky je slovami Teaforda ,skér
pribeh o nechcenej adaptdcii neZ o harmonic-
kej spoluprdci“.

Socidlne  arasové  konflikty teda
v Teafordovom pribehu americkych miest
viedli aj k fyzickej fragmentacii miest, k jeho
éleneniu na bohaté a chudobné Stvrte, na tie
ktoré realizovali idealy Stastného mestského
zivota a tie, ktoré v ofiach planovacov, poli-
tikov ¢i manazérov posobili ako odstrasujuci
priklad a zlyhanie mestského sposobu Zivota.
Publikacia prezentuje proces vzdalovania no-
vych, bezpeénych rezidenénych Stvrti od cen-
tier miest. Proces prebiehajuici v podstate celé
minulé storoéie, ovplyvnil nielen fyzické roz-
rastanie a disperziu mestskej Struktury, ale
priniesol aj rad novych sposobov socidlneho
spravania. Bola to predovSetkym doprava do,
ako aj v ramci riedko obyvanych periférii, kto-
ra vyznamne ovplyvnila rytmus a spravanie
sa obyvatelov miest. Urbdanna histéria spo-
jenych statov je histériou roztvarajucich sa
noznic medzi chudobnymi a bohatymi, medzi
tymi, ktori sa mozu hybat, su flexibilni a slo-
bodni a tymi, ktori ostavaju uvédzneni vo svo-
jich Stvrtiach a dlhoch.

Teaford kon¢i svoj pribeh na zaciatku
milénia, kedy sa zdalo, ze sa zastavuje vy-
prazdnovanie jadier miest, ked tretia in-
dustridlna revolicia narastu sluzieb a kre-
ativneho priemyslu opat ozivovala uz roky
chatrajuce ,,zlé farebné“ stvrte. Pozitivne zna-
menie navratu belochov a bohatych do cen-
tier miest prostrednictvom novych straté-
gii. Vystavbou lakadiel velkych kultirnych
a Sportovych komplexov, ktorych predobra-
zom sa stal uspech Guggenheimovho mu-
zea v Spanielskom Bilbao. Bilbao efekt ma-
nia a ozivovanie historickych Brownfieldov
ostavaju v publikacii este ako otvoreny pro-
ces. Historik Teaford ich ponechava v oblasti

14 TEAFORD, J. C. The 20th Century..., s. 6.
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prisfubu, napriek tomu, ze v dobe, ked dopliio-
val svoju tretiu reediciu pribehu Amerického
mesta uz pojem gentrifikacia zaplnal diskus-
né foéra a publikacie venujice sa urbannym
studiam. Svoju publikaciu konéi otvorene, boj
o lepsie mesto sa podla Teaforda nekond¢i.

Rozvoj slovenskych miest sa odohrava,
uz temer 30 rokov, podla vzorov liberalne-
ho ekonomického rastu s ¢o najmensim za-
sahom S§tatnej ¢i verejnej regulacie. Tuto li-
beralnu ideu, ¢i ideolégiu asi najvyraznejSie
reprezentuju prave Spojené Staty americké.
Procesy, ktoré predstavena kniha reflektuje
tak zaciname Ciastocne prezivat aj v nasich
mestach. Publikacia nie je len ¢itanim o de-
jinach ,exotickych” krajin, je analyzou nasich
vzorov, a tak aj impulzom k premysleniu de-
jin, bududcnosti, ako aj pisania a uéenia o na-
Sich mestach.

Opis histérie americkych miest zmie-
tanych v ekonomickych,  spolocenskych
¢i ideologickych neistotach zaroven rozo-
struje hranice kolonidlnych konceptov hege-
monie zapadnych miest nad zvySkom sveta.
Koncept, ktory urbanna geografka Jennifer
Robinson definovala ako ,rozliSovanie miest
na tie, kde sa tvori urbdnna tedria, a tie mestd
ktoré predstavuju objekty rozvajovej pomoci“.t®
Teafordova syntetizujica praca je zaznamom
opakujucich sa obdobi rastu a upadku, segre-
gacie a fragmentacie a neuspesnych pokusov
o scelenie a racionalizaciu organizmu metro-
pol Spojenych §tatov, akoby tak poukazovali
na neuspesnost vzorov zapadného liberalneho
a trhového planovania a spravy miest.

Ako uz bolo spomenuté, zbeznadejné-
ho pribehu Americkych miest 20. storocia,
z kriz metropol ,vitaziacich na celom svete“,'
autor ani v zavere nenaznacuje vychodisko.
Nechava Teaford pokusy o hladanie rieseni
uz na usudku samotnych citatelov, pedagégov
a Studentov, alebo je to skor bezradnost vycha-
dzajuca so snahy uchopenia velkych a kompli-
kovanych urbannych procesov? Rem Koolhaas
vo svojej eseji Velkost, alebo problém velkého
provokativne tvrdi, ze ,Nasim jedinym spoji-
vom s Velkostou su Velké omyly“'" a Teaford

15 ROBINSON, Jennifer. Ordinary cities: between
modernity and development. London; New York:
Routledge, 2016, s. 2.

16 TEAFORD, J. C. The 20th Century..., s. 6.

17 KOOLHAAS, Rem. Velikost, aneb problém velkého.
In: TICHA, Jana. Architektura na prahu informaéniho

118

predovsetkym v svojej zaverecnej casti ako-
by potvrdzoval tuto ideu. Rozdrobenost a ne-
ohrani¢enost americkych miest v suburban-
nych zénach a v obchodnych a spolo¢enskych
centrach rastiucich na dialniénych uzloch sa
straca tradicnd predstava o mestskom jad-
re a periférii, zda sa, Ze sa tak oslabuje aj sa-
motnd moznost ich definovania a riadenia.
Uz spominany Rem Koolhaas vSak uvadza,
ze tato ,(...) krajina zmdatku, rozpadu, rozstie-
penia a popretia je pritazlivd svojim potencid-
lom obnovit Celok, vzkriesit Skutoc¢nost, zno-
vuobjavit spolocné“.’® A prave to je pritazlivé
na publikacii Americké mesto 20. storocia, au-
torov scelujuci pohlad na mesta, ktory umoz-
nuje ich komparacie a poznanie ich Specifik
a zaroven odkryva spolo¢né rysy. Pohlad, kto-
ry vedcom skumajicim mestd na Slovensku
stale chyba.

Mgr. Peter Szalay, PhD.
Oddelenie architektury, Ustav stavebnictva
a architektury SAV v Bratislave

véku. Praha : Zlaty fez, 2001, s. 109.
18 KOOLHAAS, R. Velikost..., s. 109.
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