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2026 — White Heart — Manager

On May 22, 2026, a ceremony to present the prestigious White Heart Awards was held
in conjunction with a regional professional seminar to mark International Nurses and Midwives
Day. This exceptional event, held at the House of Arts in KoSice, was attended by Slovak
Minister of Health Kamil Sasko, representatives of healthcare and academic institutions,
practicing professionals, and other distinguished guests. The White Heart Award, which ranks
among the most prestigious awards in the field of nursing in Slovakia and is presented to
healthcare workers for their exceptional contributions, professionalism, a compassionate
approach, and many years of dedicated work for the benefit of patients and the advancement of
healthcare, was awarded to staff members of the Department of Nursing Care at the UPJS
Faculty of Medicine: PhDr. Silvia Dankova, PhD., MBA, MPH, DiS., and Mgr. Tatiana
Madarova, MPH, DiS.

€¢
1*6, SES
NASE SESTRY. NASA B

POSILNENE sg
ZACHRARU) 3

UDUCNost
STRY
ivoTy,

Koéicky den sestier

22. maj 2026
i
tatna fithurmonia Dom




Professional Awards

Department of Nursing Care

2026 - Early Career Research Award

PhDr. Martin Cerveny, Ph.D., assistant professor at the Department of Nursing Care,
Faculty of Medicine, UPJS in Kosice, received the prestigious Early Career Research Award in
January 2026, presented by Sigma Global Nursing Excellence in the European Region, which
is intended for early-career researchers who make a significant contribution to the development

of nursing science and the transfer of scientific knowledge into clinical and educational practice.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1503560921631647&set=a.532014878786261

https://www.instagram.com/p/DTkiyzSjCa5/.



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1503560921631647&set=a.532014878786261
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTkiyzSjCa5/
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2025- White Heart — Teacher

On June 8, 2025, Slovak President Peter Pellegrini welcomed award-winning nurses and
midwives on the occasion of their prestigious SKSaPA White Heart award. Our colleague PhDr.

Silvia Dankova, PhD., MBA, MPH, dipl. s., also attended the ceremonial audience.
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2025 — Golden Brooch for Merit in the Development of University Nursing

In May 2025, the 31st Congress of the Slovak Gynecological and Obstetric Society SLS
was held, which included a section dedicated to midwives, nurses, and physiotherapists. On this
occasion, prof. PhDr. Lucia Dimunovéa, PhD. was awarded the "Gold Brooch for Merit in the
Development of University Nursing" based on the approval of the permanent council of the
scientific community for the awarding of honors. The award is given to individuals who have

made a significant contribution to the development of university nursing.
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2025 - White Heart - teacher

On 16.5.2025 a gala evening was held on the occasion of the International Day of Nurses
and Midwives under the auspices of the President of the Slovak Republic, Peter Pellegrini. "Our
nurses. Our future. Caring for nurses strengthens the economy." On this occasion, the
prestigious White Heart Award was presented at the republic level, which honours nurses for
their work and goes beyond the call of duty. The Slovak Chamber of Nurses and Midwives
awarded it for outstanding professional contribution, empathy, humanity and equality in human
care to a total of 29 awardees in three categories: nurse practitioner, nurse manager and nurse

educator.

In the nurse educator category, our colleague PhDr. Silvia Dankova, PhD, MPH, who is a
support to students, helping to shape the next generation of nurses and midwives with her
expertise and dedication, was also awarded. Minister of Health Kamil Sagko, representatives of

universities, professional organizations and health insurance companies also attended the gala

dinner. We cordially congratulate

sestre

PhDr. Silvia Dankova PhD.,, MPH
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2025 - Teachers' Day

On the occasion of Teachers' Day, UPJS organised a competition for its students, in
which they had the opportunity to choose their favourite teacher. From among the
participating students, the student of nursing David Brezovicky was drawn, who named his
favourite teacher as prof. PhDr. Lucia Dimunova, PhD.
https://www.facebook.com/UniverzitaPavlaJozefaSafarikaVkosiciach/videos/1035034215157
714?locale=sk SK
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https://www.facebook.com/UniverzitaPavlaJozefaSafarikaVkosiciach/videos/1035034215157714?locale=sk_SK
https://www.facebook.com/UniverzitaPavlaJozefaSafarikaVkosiciach/videos/1035034215157714?locale=sk_SK
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2024 - 100th anniversary of UNLP

On Friday 21.6.2024 in the House of Arts culminated the 100th anniversary of the opening
of the University Hospital L. Pasteur University Hospital in KoSice with a gala benefit. On this
occasion, which was also attended by President Ing. Peter Pellegrini and representatives of the
government awarded the director MUDr. LCuboslav Bena, PhD.,CETC. commemorative medals.
Among the awardees were also UPJS, Faculty of Medicine and our Department of of Nursing

Care.
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2024 - White Heart - nurse in practice

Exceptional Healthcare Professional

On 17.5.2024 on the occasion of the International Nurses' Day, the Council of SKSaPA,
Kosice 1T awarded the White Heart Award to PhDr. Zuzana Toplanska, in the category of nurse

in practice.

UNLP Kosice employees voted online in the Exceptional Nurse poll (6.5 - 13.5.2024), the list
of nominees in 15 categories was compiled on the basis of suggestions from the senior staff of
the Department of Nursing Care, the winner for surgical disciplines was PhDr. Zuzana

Toplanska.

Srdecne blahoZelame!
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2021 - White Heart - teacher

The President of the Slovak Republic Zuzana Caputova welcomed nurses and midwives
who received the prestigious White Heart Award at the Presidential Palace on 8 October 2021.
In the presence of the Minister of Health of the Slovak Republic, Vladimir Lengvarsky, the
awardees were presented with their awards during a gala ceremony on 24 September 2021.
Among the awardees was also the Head of the Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine,
the University P. J. Safarik in Kogice, doc. PhDr. Lucia Dimunova, PhD., who received the

White Heart award in the category of nurse and midwife - teacher.
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2021 - Golden Plaque of prof. MUDr. Jan Jansky

The plaque of Professor Jan Jansky is an award given to non-contributing blood donors.
At the end of August 2021 the Slovak Red Cross awarded the Golden Plaque to prof. MUDr.
Jansky to non-contributing blood donors. One of the awardees was PhDr. Valéria Parova, PhD,
who works as an assistant professor at the Department of Nursing Care at UPJS LF in Kosice.

Congratulations on receiving the gold plaque for multiple blood donations.

SLOVENSKY CERVENY KRIZ udeluje
ZLATU DIAKETU prof. MUDr. Jana JANSKEHO
za darovanic kevi, za zdchranu Zivota
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2018 - White Heart

In May 2018, on the occasion of International Nurses' Day, the Slovak Chamber of
Nurses and Midwives awarded the White Heart Award for care and humanity in nursing. The
award ceremony took place on 21 May 2018 at the Presidential Palace with the President of the
Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska. One of the awardees was PhDr. Zuzana Toplanska, who works

as a nurse at the Surgical Clinic of the UPJS LF and UNLP and also works as a lecturer at the

Department of Nursing at the Faculty of Medicine of the UPJS in Kosice.
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2012 - White Heart - teacher

On the occasion of International Nurses' Day, the Regional Chamber of Nurses and
Midwives presented nurses and midwives with the prestigious White Heart Award at the
regional level, which is a symbol of care and humanity in nursing. One of the awardees was
doc. PhDr. Lucia Dimunova, PhD., who works at the Department of Nursing Care at UPJ SLF
as a representative for teaching activities and received the White Heart award in the category

of nurse and midwife — teacher.

REGIONALNA KOMORA SESTIER A PORODNYCH ASISTENTIEK KOSICE |1
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V KATEGORII : SESTRA PEDAGOG

doc. . PhDr.Lwucii Ditmaunovef,PivD.
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2010, 2009 - Awards

In the pedagogical activities the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of the UPJS in Kogice
awarded a commendation for excellent pedagogical results on the basis of evaluation by
students in the study programme Nursing (2009) and "the best teacher" (2010) PhDr. Lucii
Dimunovej, PhD.
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PhDr. Lucii Dimunovej, PAD.
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udelujem

PhDr. Lucii Dimunovej, PhD.

za vynikajiice pedagogické vysledKy na zaklade hodnotenia Studentmi
LeKdrsKej fakulty v studijnom programe Osetrovatel’stvo.

V Kosiciach, 25. marca 2009 prof. MUDr. Leonard S:?:’;z CSe.
dekan



