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Aims

The course "Political dimension of civil society” pays attention to the phenomenon of civil
society which presents distinguished interest in the present study of political systems. It
examines the growing and changing position of civil society in modern democracies as well.
The course defines various concepts and models of civil society from the political science
point of view, emphasises the role of active citizenship and political participation in the
process of public policy making and focuses on the role of social capital.

The course is also focused on-efcouraging students to think critically in assessing the
arguments. Students will-be expected to take an active part in lively discussions during the

consultations. ui T

Contents
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philosophical concept of civil society
Maodels of political participation .
Limits and perspectives; of civil sor.:lety ;
Social capital by R. Putnam :-

Civil society, in Europe (chosen by agreement with student)

e et e

Introduction to Political dimensien:of civil society - definition of term CIVI| society,

Civil society in the USA - civil organlzatlons by Alexis de Tocquewlje

- oY

The weakness of civil somety in Post-Communist Europe - causes and effects.
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