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1. Program Objective 

The objective of the Korean Government scholarship program is to provide international students with the opportunities to conduct advanced studies at higher educational institutions in the Republic of Korea in order to promote international exchange in education and mutual friendship between countries. 

2. Total Candidates for Selection 

The number of candidates for selection will depend upon the country eligible for the scholarship program. For detailed information, please contact the Korean Embassy or Consulate in the country of origin. 

3. Academic Programs 

(1) Academic degree program : master’s degree and doctoral degree (Ph.D.) 

   ※ Except scholars who got the 5th or higher grade of Test of Proficiency in Korean by Korean Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation, all scholars should take a preparatory Korean language training course for a year before taking a degree course. 

(2) Research program : a six-month research program and one-year research program 

4. Application Option 

  (1) Unrestricted Application Procedure : you can apply for programs with no limitation of the universities and study fields. 

5. Qualifications 

Prospective applicant must meet the following qualification criteria : 

(1) Applicants should be a citizen of the country to which this scholarship program is offered. 

(2) Applicants should be under 40 years of age as of September 1, 2008, i.e. born after September 1, 1968. There is no age limit for individuals applying for a research program. 

(3) Applicants must have already earned or expected to receive: (a) a bachelor's degree or equivalent prior to August 31, 2008, in order to apply for a graduate (master's degree) program; (b) a master's degree prior to August 31, 2008, in order to apply for an advanced program.(doctoral degree; Ph. D.) 

(4) Possess Grade Point Average (GPA) above 'B' level ('80%' as percentage) from the last educational institution attended 

(5) Over 500 of PBT or 173 of CBT or 61 of iBT TOEFL Test / Over 5.5 of IELTS 

    (Preferential selection by the higher score). 

(6) Have an adequate health, both physically and mentally 

(7) Not at any time have received a Korean government scholarship for his/her graduate study before. 

(8) Be willing to promote amicable relations between his or her country and the Republic of Korea. 

(9) Preferential selection by the higher grade of Test of Proficiency in Korean by Korean Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation 

(10) Applicants for a research program are required to submit, together with other application documents, an official invitation letter from one of the Korean research institutions, universities, or other such organizations. 

※ Limitation of Qualification 

  Those who are already taking or will take a degree course in Korea during the spring(march) semester of Year 2008 are not qualified for the same‐level degree course of this program. 

        

6. Submission of Required Documents 
(1) Place of Submission: Documents must be submitted to the Korean Embassy or Consulate in the country of origin. 

(2) Deadline of Submission: Decided by the Korean Embassy or Consulate in the country of origin. 

(3) Documents to be submitted 

① One completed application form  (on a prescribed form) 

② Two 4cm x 5cm color photos 

③ Copies of Diploma 

ㅇOne copy of an undergraduate (bachelor's) diploma for those applying for a graduate (a master's degree) program 

ㅇOne copy of an undergraduate diploma and one copy of a graduate diploma for those applying for a doctoral (Ph. D.) program 

ㅇOne copy of a diploma from a recent institution for those applying for a short‐term research program 

④ Transcript 

ㅇOne transcript from an undergraduate program for those applying for a graduate program 

ㅇOne transcript from an undergraduate program and one transcript from a graduate program for those applying for a doctoral program 

ㅇOne transcript from a recent institution for those applying for a short‐term research program 

⑤ A recommendation letter from the applicant's professor or employer (on a prescribed form) 

⑥ A recommendation letter from the head of Government in the country of origin (applicants of Unrestricted Application Procedure) 

⑦ A Self‐introduction Essay: on a prescribed form 

⑧ An NIIED Pledge: on a prescribed form 

⑨ A Study Plan: on a prescribed form 

⑩ A Certificate of Health: on a prescribed form 

⑪ One copy of a certificate of English proficiency (TOEFL or IELTS) 

⑫ One copy of a certificate of Korean proficiency (applicable for those who have) 
⑬ Additional Required Documents for a Research Program; 

ㅇOne certificate of employment or of university enrollment 

ㅇAn official letter of invitation which has been issued by the head of a Korean research center, educational institute, or administrative organization 

(4) Notes  

① Application forms and other program materials are to be filled out either in Korean or English. Certificates credentials, etc. issued in other languages but Korean or English must accompany official translation verified by a notary public. 

② Submitted documents will not be returned to the applicant. 

③ Incomplete or incorrect documents are subject to rejection by NIIED. 

※The grantees should prepare application documents for the universities in which they want to study, apart from those submitted to the NIIED. 

7. Bestowment of Scholarship 

(1) Scholarship Period 

①  Degree courses 

ㅇMaster's degree program: 2 years(excluding a 1‐year‐or‐less Korean language course) 

ㅇDoctor's degree program: 3 years(excluding a 1‐year‐or‐less Korean language course) 

※ All KGSP award holders should get admission to a graduate school for their proper degree course. In case that they don’t get admission, their scholarship will be suspended. 

② Research program (Korean language training is not offered.) 

ㅇ 6 months or 1 year  

③ Scholarship period will end upon the day when the scholarship grantee obtains the degree even though this may fall on a date earlier than the official scholarship termination date. 

(2) Scholarship Benefits 

①  Airfare: The award recipient will be paid an economy class airfare from their country to the Republic of Korea, and, thereafter, an economy air ticket from Korea to their country after the completion of their study.     

※ The NIIED does not compensate either for fees for their domestic travel or for an insurance for traveling to and from the Republic of Korea. These costs must be paid by the grantees themselves. 

※ Airfare for entry into Korea and settlement allowance will not be provided to one who has remained in Korea on account of the study or employment as of the confirmation date of selection of scholarship students. And should any grantee wish to return home within one‐year except those taking 6‐month research program, airfare for repatriation should be borne by him/herself except for the cases approved by the NIIED such as his/her close relatives' death, serious illness, severance of diplomatic relations, war and other natural disasters. 

② Monthly Allowance: Upon arrival and registration at NIIED, the grantee will be provided with 900,000 won per month to cover living expenses for the period of his or her program. 

③ Tuition Fees: Scholars under the auspices of Korean government are subject for a tuition waiver: Full entrance fee is exempted by the host university and a tuition fee is exempted by the government. 

④ Research Allowance (2 time per year): Includes costs for textbooks and other literature, student association membership, dissertation review, and so on; it is only granted to those who take a degree course or a research course. 

ㅇHumanities: 210,000 won per semester. 

ㅇNatural sciences, arts or physical education: 240,000 won per semester 

⑤ Settlement Allowance: A grantee is paid 200,000 won upon arrival 

⑥ Repatriation Allowance: A grantee is paid 100,000 won upon completion of studies. 

⑦ Korean Language Training Expenses: The NIIED pays the full costs directly to the entrusted language training institution up to 1 year. 

⑧ Dissertation Printing Costs: Up to 500,000 won will be reimbursed for the costs related to a dissertation printing. (Up to 800,000 won for art or physical education course) 

⑨ Medical Insurance: The grantees will be provided with a health insurance during the period of their study program in the Republic of Korea. They will be reimbursed against direct payments for the major accidents and illnesses. The NIIED will assist the grantee in finding out what cases are covered by the insurance. 

8. Cancellation of Scholarship 

(1) If the grantee is found engaged in any of the following during his/her stay in Korea, his/her scholarship will be suspended or the scholarship amount provided to the student till at the time of being found must be returned to NIIED and the grantee will be deported back to his/her country. 

① Proof of falsehood of any statements made on any of the application materials being found and deficiency of qualification being found later 

② When punished by the university or involved in any form of political activity. 

③ When violating the regulations he/she has given pledge to the NIIED 

④ When not abiding by all conditions and regulations set by the NIIED 

⑤ When not acquiring more than 2/3 of all of the credits of the courses registered due to the discontinuation of the study without permission from the NIIED 

⑥ When not submitting a request for re‐enrollment to the university and not notifying the NIIED of re‐enrollment without any proper reasons not later than one month after the period of ‘leave of absence from study’ ends 

⑦ When the grantee cancels his/her study in the half way 

⑧ When a Korean-language course award holder fails to get admission for the degree course right after the end of the Korean language course. 

(2) The scholars cannot leave Korea temporarily exceeding 30 days at a time and 90 days per year. Also living allowance will be not given if the scholars leave Korea exceed 30 days. 

9. Scholarship Award Procedures 

(1) The Korean diplomatic or consular missions abroad make a selection of applicants based upon the recommendations of the government of the country to which scholarship is allocated. 

 ① Candidates who are assigned to Unrestricted Application Procedure should attach a recommendation letter from the relevant head of Government in the country of origin.   

  ② Candidates who are assigned to Designated Application Procedure should attach a recommendation letter from the ambassador of the Korean Embassy or Consulate in the country of origin. 

  

 (2) The Korean missions abroad recommend the selected candidates to the National Institute for International Education Development (NIIED), along with the documents through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

(3) The NIIED Review Committee selects the final candidates and, through the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, informs the Korean Embassies in the countries concerned. And eventually, the Korean Embassy notifies the successful nominees in their home countries. 

10. Academic Study in Korea 

(1) Korean Language Course 

① Qualifications and period: All scholars should take a preparatory Korean language training course for a one-year-or-less before taking a degree course. 

※ However, scholars who got the 5th or higher grade of Test of Proficiency in Korean by Korean Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation can enter graduate school without a one-year-or-less Korean language training. 

② Institution: Designated institution to which the NIIED entrusts the Korean language training 

(2) Graduate Programs 

① Graduate schools are generally run on a "semester system" basis, hence students may enroll in March or September. The first semester lasts from March until August, and the second semester from September until February. 

② The Application period varies depending on the schools' schedule. Applicants for a master's or a doctor’s degree programs should apply 3∼5 months prior to the start of each semester. Admission schedules are as follows: 

ㅇ Admission for the 2nd (fall) semester: March ‐ June of the same year 

ㅇ Admission for the 1st (spring) semester: September ‐ November of the preceding year 

③ Duration of Study: 2 years for a master's degree program, and 3 years for a doctor’s degree program. 

ㅇStudents of a master's degree programs must earn sufficient number of credits for 3 semesters. And then write a thesis in the 4th semester. 〔Students of GSIS (Graduate School for International Studies) programs must earn more than 45 credits in total.〕 

ㅇPh. D. candidates for a doctor’s degree must earn sufficient number of credits for 4 semesters, and then write a dissertation in the 5th and 6th semesters; it may take more than 3 years to have their articles published in the international journals. Scholars should consult their professors in advance. 

④ Language of Instruction: In many higher educational institutions of the Republic of Korea the language of instruction is Korean. However, textbooks and other literature written in English are widely used. Therefore, the potential candidates are expected to possess a good command of both Korean and English. Those institutions where the lectures are delivered in English 〔for example, at Graduate Schools of International Studies (GSIS)〕require that applicants have their official TOEFL score sent to the appropriate office of the university they are applying to. Applicants are advised to make earlier preparations.) 

⑤ Admission: Universities select qualified applicants on the basis of submitted documents for the applicant's financial and academic eligibility. In some cases, personal interviews with an applicant are conducted in addition to the above screening procedures. 

(3) Research Program 

Research scholars are to conduct research under the supervision of an advisor at the host institution. 

11. Important things 

(1) Entry dates : Grantees must arrive in the Republic of Korea for registration at the NIIED from August 25(Mon), 2008 to August 28(Thu), 2008. 

※ If scholars would not enter the Republic of Korea within the designated period stated above without any special reason, a scholarship award would be canceled. 

 (2) Application for admission to a graduate school prior to entering Korea: Those who got the 5th or higher grade of Test of Proficiency in Korean and are supposed to start their degree program without a Korean language course should get admission for the fall semester of the year 2008 prior to entering Korea by following the application procedures for admission stated below in Article ①. 

 ※Those who has been given a preparatory Korean language course are supposed to take the application procedures while they take the language course. 

① Application Procedures for Admission 

ⓐ Select University and Major: First, applicants need to select proper universities and majors they wish to enter after consulting with their academic advisers or the chief of institutions employed, etc. Applicants should consider such factors as the level or their Korean language proficiency, future academic performance and the prospective effect they would be receiving from their studies. 

ⓑ Submit Application Packages: Grantees should get enough information for their application to graduate schools such as the application period, application documents, and so on. They can either visit the university web-sites or contact the admission offices. And then send the completed application materials to the universities with an admission fee, which is to be paid by the grantees. Basically, the required application materials are as follows; 

· One completed application form (on the prescribed form of the university) 

· One copy of diploma (B.A., M.A., Ph.D.) or One certificate of graduation 

· One official transcript (B.A., M.A., Ph.D.) 

· One or two recommendation letters some universities require that applicants submit recommendations on  a prescribed form, sealed and signed by the recommender(s).〕 

· A study plan 

· Self‐introduction Essay (or resume, curriculum vitae, or bibliography) 

· Certificates of foreign citizenship; e.g. copy of passport. 

· A certificate of Korean language proficiency or a certificate of English proficiency 

[A certain level of English proficiency is required to apply to graduate schools of international studies and some general graduate schools, etc.] 

· Two or three photographs (4cm×5cm, or passport‐sized)  

· Portfolio (only for applicants in the fields of arts or sports) 

· Financial documents and a certificate of Korean Government Scholarship Grantee (prepared by the NIIED; the NIIED will send them to the university directly.)   

※ All the documents written in a foreign languages other than English should bear an official notarized translation in Korean or English. 
ⓒ Inform the NIIED of submission of application packages: The applicants will inform the NIIED of their submission of application documents through the Korean Embassy or Consulate in their country of origin. 

    ㅇDeadline: not later than 3 days prior to the schools' application deadline. 

   ㅇContents of notification: Date of submission, the name of universities, departments and majors, and other important things concerned. 

② Notes 

ⓐ Candidates must follow the application procedures aforementioned in ①. Candidates are expected to be responsible for all the matters caused by their default. 

ⓑ University enrollment is decided by the school authorities who will be reviewing the applicant's academic credential, knowledge of the preferred field of study, potential academic aptitude, and the KGSS quota. 

※ Applicants are encouraged to apply for more than one universities in case of failure of getting admission to one university. 

ⓒ In case the applicants get admission to more than one university, they should make a final choice and submit ‘A Certificate for Cancellation of Enrollment” both to the NIIED and the university which they would not enter. 

(3) Scholars under the auspices of the Korean government should abide by the regulations specified by the NIIED. 

(4) For further information please contact: 

ㅇThe Korean Embassy or Consulate in the country of origin 

ㅇThe National Institute for International Education Development (NIIED) 

Mail Address: 43 Ewhajanggil, Jongno‐gu, Seoul, 110‐810, Republic of Korea 

Website: http://www.ied.go.kr 

Phone:  +82‐2‐3668‐1355,1356(For English), +82‐2‐3668‐1358(For Korean) 

Fax: +82‐2‐743‐4992 

E‐mail Address: gukje@mest.go.kr(For English), river@mest.go.kr (For Korean) 
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