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	General Information

	Course name
	[bookmark: _GoBack]BA Thesis Seminar 1


	ECTS Credits
	4

	
	
	Semester
	summer

	

	Aims

	The goal of the course is to teach students basic rules of scientific research, primary/secondary sources analysis, drawing conclusions. They are supposed to learn how to structure the thesis, and how to use various methods and approaches in the progress of their research. 


	Contents

	PART: doc. Lívia Kőrtvelyessy - LINGUISTICS: List of topics: 
1. Introduction to the course. Home assignments. Reading and website materials. Syllabus. Evaluation. 
2. Diploma thesis – principles and methods, primary and secondary sources, collection and selection of materials for analysis. 
3. Libraries. Use of sources, databases, online sources – in the University Library. 
4. Research principles and rules. Plagiarism. 
5. Regulations and rules for BA thesis at Safarik University and Department of British and American Studies. Structure of BA thesis, formal requirements. 
6. Formal requirements BA thesis at Safarik University and Department of British and American Studies. 
7. Formal requirements BA thesis at Safarik University and Department of British and American Studies. 
8. Group assignment 
9. Presentations 

PART: Dr. Šnircová - LITERATURE AND STUDIES: Course content: 
Week 1: Introduction to the course. Home assignments. 
Week 2: Individual presentations (source U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): A: sections I.1, I.3, B: sections II.1, II.2, C: sections II.3, II4 Seminar discussion: How to read an academic article I (use materials provided on ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/ Seminár k záverečnej práci and Hacker, pp. 346-357) 
Week 3: Individual presentations (source U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): A: sections II.6, B. sections II.6.2, II.7., C: sections III.1 Seminar discussion: How to read an academic article II (use materials provided on ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/Seminár k záverečnej práci and Hacker, pp. 346-357 ) 
Week 4: University Library 
Week 5: Individual presentations (source U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): A: sections III.1.2, B: sections III.2.1, C: sections III.2.2 Seminar discussion: What is an academic paper, critical analysis, hypothesis/tentative thesis, informed arguments, logic: inductive, deductive reasoning (use materials provided on ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/Seminár k záverečnej práci and Hacker, pp. 357-380) 
Week 6: Individual presentations (source U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): A+B: sections III.2.5, IV.1, C: sections V.1, V.2 Seminar discussion: Evaluation of sample BA thesis (provided by the teacher_ 
Week 7: Tutorials. 
Week 8: Individual presentations (source U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): A+B: sections V.3.1, C: sections V.4.1. Seminar discussion: Regulations and rules for BA thesis at Šafárik University and Department of English and American Studies. Academic Style Guidelines, ISO Norm, Abstract, Plagiarism. BA defences: Preparation and procedure (use Departmental Website materials available in Bachelor’s Theses section and materials provided on ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/ Seminár k záverečnej práci) 
Week 9-12.: BA thesis project presentations (use the guidelines provided on ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/Seminár k záverečnej práci) 
Week 13-14: Tutorials. 

PART: Doc. Tomascikova –British, American, European, Gender Studies: 
 Week 1: No class – Ceremonial opening of the academic year. 
Week 2: Introduction to the course. Home assignments. Website materials - Regulations and rules for BA thesis at Šafárik University and Department of English and American Studies. Academic Style Guidelines, ISO Norm, Abstract, Plagiarism. BA defences: Preparation and procedure (use Departmental Website materials available in Bachelor’s Theses section) 
Week 3: Analysis of home reading assignment (U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): Sections I.1, I.3, II.1, II.2, II.3, II.4, II.6, II.7 Website materials - Regulations and rules for BA thesis at Šafárik University and Department of English and American Studies. Academic Style Guidelines, ISO Norm, Abstract, Plagiarism. BA defences: Preparation and procedure (use Departmental Website materials available in Bachelor’s Theses section) 
Week 4: Presentation of thesis template / Sablona ZP (Mgr. Sotakova) 
Week 5: Analysis of home reading assignment (U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): Sections: III.1, III.1.2, III.2.1, III.2.2, III.2.5 Presentations 1 – group presentations of existing BA and MA thesis 
Week 6: Analysis of home reading assignment (U. Eco, Jak napsat diplomovou práci): Sections: IV.1, V.1, V.2, V.3.1, V.4.1. Presentations 1 – group presentations of existing BA and MA thesis 
Week 7: Tutorials. 
Week 8: Presentations 1 – group presentations of existing BA and MA thesis Presentations 2 – individual presentations 
Week 9: Presentations 2 – individual presentations 
Week 10: University Library Databases 
Week 11: Presentations 2 – individual presentations 
Week 12: Presentations 2 – individual presentations 
Week 13-14: Tutorials. 


	Evaluation

	Continuous Assessment
PART: doc. Lívia Kőrtvelyessy - LINGUISTICS: 
1. Regular participation makes 10% of the overall grade (1% each attendance). Each student is required to have their own copy of the seminar materials (FF web) and come to class prepared. Failing to do so will result in considering the student absent for the given seminar session. No retakes are possible. 
2. Active participation makes 40% - each attendance can be evaluated by 0-4% depending on student‘s active participation. Students will be called at random to answer questions and contribute to the discussion. Voluntary discussion contributions will be highly appreciated. The classwork will be enhanced by intelligent participation in class discussions and hurt by visible lack of preparation for the class. No retakes are possible. The tutor of the course will follow the work of the individual students throughout the semester. 
3. 50% of the assessment – presentations. Students are required to prepare a power point or poster presentation on their diploma thesis; introduce their research question, methodology, research methodology, analysis and expected results. Students should also briefly introduce their references, use 1 citation and 1 paraphrase. 
PART: Dr. Šnircová - LITERATURE: 
1.Preparation and active participation – 20% - all students are required to contribute to the class analyses and discussions. Every student MUST have their own copies of the books, materials, their own written preparation and be prepared to discuss them. Otherwise they will be considered absent. 
2. Presentation 1 - 30% (10 minute presentation of assigned sections from Umberto Eco Jak napsat diplomovou práci – for guidelines see ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/Seminár k záverečnej práci) 3. Presentation 2 - 50% (15 minute BA thesis project presentation – for guidelines see ffweb, Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky/Snircova/Seminár k záverečnej práci) 
PART: Doc. Tomascikova –British, American, European, Gender Studies 
1. Preparation, home reading (Umberto Eco), and active participation – 30% - all students are required to read the assigned chapters of Umberto Eco’s Jak napsat diplomovou praci and contribute to the class of the books, materials, their own written preparation and be prepared to discuss them. Otherwise they will be considered absent. 
2. Presentation 1 - 20% - groups of students will present projects of existing BA and MA thesis assigned by the lecturer. The focus will be on the definition of topic, hypothesis, research goals, research questions, research methods, selection of secondary and primary sources. 
3. Presentation 2 – 50% - individual 15 minute presentation of student’s BA thesis project. The focus should be on the presentation of the topic, hypothesis, research goals, research questions, research methods, selection of secondary and primary sources. 
Final Assessesment 
PART 3: doc. Lívia Kőrtvelyessy - LINGUISTICS: The SUM of the scores from the 3 parts (Regular participation 10 %, Active participation 40 % and Presentation 50 %) must be AT LEAST 65%. There are NO RETAKES. Final mark 100% A 100-93% B 92-86% C 85-78% D 77-72% E 71-65% FX 64 and less 
PART: Dr. Šnircová - LITERATURE: The SUM of the scores from the 3 parts (Preparation and active participation 20 %, Presentation 1-30% and Presentation 2 - 50 %) must be AT LEAST 65%. There are NO RETAKES. Final mark 100% A 100-93% B 92-86% C 85-78% D 77-72% E 71-65% FX 64 and less 
PART: Doc. Tomascikova –British, American, European, Gender Studies: The SUM of the scores from the 3 parts (Preparation, home reading and active participation 30 %, Presentation 1- 20% and Presentation 2 - 50 %) must be AT LEAST 65%. There are NO RETAKES. Final mark 100% A 100-93% B 92-86% C 85-78% D 77-72% E 71-65% FX 64 and less
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